Membrane permeability transition as induced by dysfunction of the electron transport chain.
The results in this paper indicate that mitochondrial permeability transition is activated by dysfunction of the respiratory chain caused by anaerobiosis, exhaustion of the oxidative substrate, and antimycin A, in the presence of 100 microM Ca2+. Membrane damage coincides with the collapse of the electric gradient. The opening of the non-selective pore is prevented by cyclosporin A.